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Otter said the road
project and the summer
employment program have

both created a large gum-

ber of jobs.

“For the first time, these
kids have . suminer jobs
that they can develop into a
career,” he said, “and that's
long-term growth for us.”

Those taking part in
IDL'’s summer employment

program are working with -

agencies, cities or nonprofit

organizations. Some of the -
-by 2011, is expected to cre-

jobs include the manage-
ment of wildlife habitats,

custodial work and shelv_mg '

books at public libraries.
“What I've seen is that it's
changed 840 lives,” Otter
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(wildlife habitat),’ it makes
you feel good.”

- During the groundbreak-
mg ceremony, guest speak-
ers shared Otter's view that
the less congested .traffic
flow would attract more

" commerce in the future.

“This is the Gate City, not
just because of the railroad,
but also because of the in-
terstates that run through

~-here,” said Pocatello Mayor

Roger Chase. “It keeps our
mom and pops (stores) go-
ing, and it keeps our Cost-
cos and Lowe’s moving.”
The road-widening, which
the Idaho Transportation
Department plans to finish

ate apprommately 145 jobs,
“We need to focus on the
next peneration (of driv-
ers),” Otter said. “Almost
every product we produce

.- 'said. “When you see those
- ¥ids saying, ‘I cleaned that
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in the state goes somewhere
else (out of state).”

Ed Bala, the dlstnct
engineer at the local ITD
office, said Yellowstone
Avenue and I-15 each see

.about 30,000 cars per day.

He hopes stimulus money
can confinue funding road
projects and mentioned an
effort to improve a portion

of I-15 between Downey
and the Devils Creek Reser-
voir.,

“If we don't get stimulus
for that project (between
Downey and Devils Creek
Reservoir), it might take a
while for us to fund it,” he
said, adding ITD has yet to
begin scheduling the proj-
ect.




